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could i"' done, provided the s saj o rit y so see fit. 

Hut the fiict still remains thai the legal oi nsti- 

tutional right to do a thin"; does do! prove either 

its justice or its wisdom. It would simply make 
tlint J hW H4 Uiniit ;i theocracy unci should nny otic 
Peel disposeiff'if) advocate such a stop, it would ho 
advisable tlmt they nave their breath to cool their 
broth. 
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are giye.i a practical demonstration of the refitting 
and mo- idi/inir influences of Christianity. Verily, 
thou art a bloody faith I 

It laWless to follow the workings of the fa p ' = 5 - 
tion for it has been told so often that the subject is 
too wel' known. Few there be who have not hoard 
of the thumbscrew, the rark, the wheel, the iron- 
virginj the iron shoe, and other instruments of tor- 
ture io tented and used rs fl means of silencing 
heresy and propagating the religion of infinite 1 vc. 
Such frets, however, constitute an unanswerable 
argument against the Christian religion, and must 

make it forever hated and despised of me:i. Every 
seholam every scientist, every moral teacher, who 
saw as demonstrated facts that did not harmon- 
ise wfl the revealed religion of Christ wwa pot 
to tortrre to compel a recantation of their alleged 
bene* >. Thus fell Galileo. Bruno,, and a boat of 
others, whose names have glorified the pages of 
human history, and each event adding a new crime 
to the |eng and terrible chapter of the Church of 
Christ triumphant. 

Not aj til the days of Voltaire and Paine lid the 
power the church begin to wane. The first dead- 
ly blow at sacerdotal authority came from these 
lofty ■ nds and the great debt of gratitude the 

life labors came the first daw./'of human fr edom, 
but farther suffering had to be endured to secure 
its peri i ineney. Carlisle, Bradl.iugh, Holyoake. 
and oth rs in England took up the gage of battle 
and Im trsoll in America followed suit. Betweeeu 
thou the flgfat was successfully waged, but at what 
a sacrifu' Carlisle spent ten years in a British 
liginus and 
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fame and saae. 

ty; its hymns are the sensuous rag- 
hat stir the animalism of youlh and 
cravings. We need nobler ideals and 
ns. I higher and loftier standard than this 

ge can offer. 
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the enormously rich in America that we find our 
modern Gomorrah. More s the pity and the great 

shame. 

a e e e • 

HONESTY! SUCCESS! AMBITION. 

We arc told that a father upon giving advice to 
his son wiio was about to embark upon his own 
said, •"llonesty is the best policy, my 
lor 1 have tried both." 
may be true and it may not. The 
lilade is not in a position to know. II it isn't true, 
then it ought lo be tor despite the oft repeated so- 
phistry— a distinct emanation from the commercial- 
ism Oi the aye in which we live and its Mammon 
seeking cohorts, that honesty is no longer the best 
pulley if you wish to suceed in Ufa, the grand fact 
sun remains that Hishonesty is not the best policy, 
—not yet The man who wants to win his way to 
i he tup has gut to keep his record free from any 
taint of dishonesty or treachery and this rule holds 
good whether it be in uur business, public, or pri- 
vate lives. 

While it may be quite the proper caper for cer- 
tain, alleged '"captains of industry'' to conduct 
their business enterprises along lines that would 
in our penal institutions were they of 
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j EDITORIAL J 

Work is worship. 

a e e e a 

Make love the great high priest. 

Upright walking is the strongest talking. 

No man is civilized until he has learned to live 
with himself. 

The troubles we actually meet with are as noth- 
ing, compared with those we manufacture. 

Can you realise that tin- sons of hickory shirts 
and jean pants own and possess valuable fnuwhiM I 



The best way lo find and observe the truth is to 
icquire it, own it, teach it, and then set a high 



If we would hut labor together, it would not be 
long before the Liberals in America would achieve 
a permanent triumph over superstition. 

At times one is compelled to doubt whether the 
Christian fanatics are really aching to abridge 0OI 
constitutional religious liberties, or just workin; 
oil' a quantity of surplus bile. 

Money payment must be made when we com 
into the world, payment when we go out of it, pay- 
ments galore between life and death, and in that 

brief span we are tortured by religious tricksters 

and political sharks, until the struggle is hardly 
worth the while. 

• • • • • 

As if in answer to our arguments for a complete 
separation of church and state, some anouyomus 
correspondent sends us a clipping, presumably from 
some idiotic religious journal, which reads: "Then 
is nothing in the Federal constitution prohibit i 
the people of any state establshing a church a 
supporting it by general taxation." To a certain 



VERILY, THOU ART A BLOODY FAITH. 

Although Or. U llson in his liunie Book, has thor- 
hly and extensively gone into the murderous 
Sipensities of the Emperor Conslantine, by whose 
gd and infamous treacheries, crimes and perjur- 
the Christian religion became a political factor 
juian Empire, yet the numbered crimes ol 
notaries uf Uie Christian, faith commuted shut.- 
■ entitle U lu no peer m the art of murder, 
it else could be expected from u religion 
its inception in inspired adultery and its 
pinnacle capped with murder .' In this, the Chris- 
tian faith was a worthy successor to Judaism, the 
religion which it supplanted in Palestine. Unequal- 
led Oy the cults by which it was surrounded in bru- 
tality and crime, Judaism had to meet the common 
fate of all creeds, and when Christianity was estab- 
lished it copied all the worst features of its prede- 
ssor without one redeeming qualilication. 
Daring ail the centuries that followed the rise ot 



to the fane ami power of the British 
government. W. G. Foote spent one year in prison 
for the lleged crime of Blasphemy, and but for 
the intervention of the late President MeKiulcy, 
our late editor, 0. C. -Moore, would have passed 
away t.\ i years of his life in the penitentiary at 
Colombl i, Ohio. [ngeraoU was denied the Gover- 
norship if Illinois because of his anti-religious 
eonvioti ins, and the price of freedom has ever 
been si ial and political obtracism, and in many 
eas, s. :• lusineas boycott. 

In th • brief discourse the Blade has only touch- 
ed the Abject in high places. It is too long a chap- 
ter m i ite in full .' Enough is given here to slow 
the jj-u^ Using effects and tendenc ies of t be (jay'" 
tiah religion and & justy the eaptTon hFreto, that 
it is. pre-eminentljrl bloody faith. 

• • • a • 

OUR MODERN GOMORRAH. 



tile cross of Christ in Southern Europe, no greater 
crime was ever committed in the name of relgiion, 
natural ur supernatural, than the brutal murder oi 
I iie beautiful llypatia at Alexandria. Here was a 
woman noted fur her beauty uf character, her 
scholarship and her learning, bhe was a teacher of 
the Platonic school of philosophy 
obvious reasons, to accept the Christian form oi 
faith, and tearing her growing power with the com- 
mon people, she was seised on the public streets by 
a uiuu of fanatical monks, stripped of her clothing, 
tier naked body dragged through the streets by the 
hair of her head and into the church, where she was 
killed by a blow on the head with a club in the 
hands of Peter the Leader, a Christian leader in 
those days, the body was thereupun horribly 
mutilated and mangled to satiate the ferocious 
thirst for human blood that had beset these un- 
clean harpies from the regions of hell. It was 
here that beauty and scholarship came in OOnflicI 
with brutality and ignorance. The hitter triumph- 
ed through the blood offering that was demanded 

ill the name of the Christ they worshipped. It was 
an argument that could not be personally answer- 
ed and it became the gem of infamy that capped 
the crown of the advocates of Christianity. 

Following on through years of misery and suf- 
fering We COme tO AndaliiMa. then the paradise of 
Europe, under Khalif Ilaken, LL No wiser or 
grander monarch was known daring that entire 
period. He was a friend of education and improve- 
ment, lb- encouraged his people in the pursuits of 
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they came. At his capital 

was maintained a magnificent library for the free 

use of all. The dwellings were frescoed, painted 
and carpeted. The people had learned the 0B€ oi 
furnaces for furnishing heat in winter and hi sum- 
nicr they were cooled by currents of perfume. I air 

night to them in underground pipes from Bow 



bade. But i 
arch': 



New York's swell set, or rather the gay ediappies 
who are blessed with more boodle than brains, cer- 
tainly got a solar plexus, or a hit iu the region 
where Mamie wears her necktie, when Mr. Cor- 
ey's sister testitied in the giddy divorce proceed- 
ings at Reno, that "no wealthy New York man 
was fit to have charge of a boy of sixteen." Allow- 
ing all possible lattitude for the too great generality 
for so broad a statement and taking the remark as 
it was most plainly intended, to include all wealthy 
New Yorkers uf the social type so characteristic 
of that seething metropolis, there are not only pith 
land significance in the criticism, but also a great 
L T g ' big kernel of truth and timely warning. 

True it is that the life usually led by such men, 
while iu a way it seems peculiarly adapted to the 
older men leading it, carries with it an atmosphere 
of the worst possible kind fur the ambitious and 
strenuous endeavor that should hold a youth's 
sunt attention between the ages of fifteen and 
twenty. There is no denying the fact that from 
the poorer classes have come the greater and shin- 
ing lights in the mural wurhl. From them have 
eome a early every true benefactor ol mankind. 

They have ever been the gnat repository of moral- 
ity, the balance-wheel of society, the brain and 
brawn of this majestic world. When a nation be- 
comes divided into millionaires and mendicants 
moral decay begins. 

The life of those men to whom Mr. Corey's sister 
made Bach startling and truthful reference is such 
that at Us vary best, it cannot escape being sybari- 
tic, and at its worst, it is emasculating and brutally 
demoralizing. That anyone fhould consider it a 
life into which innocence and youth should be 
plunged, OT permitted, is one of the inexplicable 
things who.se existence is continued by observation 
concerning the scandals that emanate from the 
dubs ami among the revolting scenes of SO sailed 
social diversion in the inner circles and exclusive 
sets of American social life. 

It is no longer a ch.se secret to where such a life 
as this will lead. We have had suggestions, forci- 
bly thrust upon us, by the various, though unfor- 
tunate, social and criminal developments of late in 
New York, not the hast Of which was the Thaw- 
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were rushed into the land ami in few mouths the 

king ha. I been banished, the dews and M a, ... 

whom the population was made, were driven out of 
the country or put to death, the books were bumnl, 

and now came upon the continent of Europe that 
miserable theocracy, known as modern Spain. The 
home of refinement and learning was now made the 
home of the Inquisition and Christian gloom. Sap- 
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It 



iiould be well learned 

. the lips of a a itnasj 

The lesson is in effect 
bttng both the people 

utt tiny have 



been deprived of a portion of that which is right 
[ully their own, the wealth they create, makes them 
sullen and morose, while it brutalises the former by 
encouraging them to wreck without remorse and 



less importance and power in the business and so- 
cial world, yet it is nut the proper thing for the 
young man to go and do likewise. Honesty and 
hunur in business are quite as impurtant, quite as 
necessary, as they are in private life. Once the 
urand of dishuuesty has been stamped upon a man, 
or even if there is a suspicion that it ought to go 
on, that man s way will lay in hard lines. He will 
be compelled to labor under a disadvantage so 
large that it will be well nigh impossible for him 
to overcome it. He may go elsewhere and change 
his name, but a man with a changed name necessar- 
ily has no past, and therefore, nothing to refer. 
Even should he change his habitat the stigma will 
always be upon him, or, at least, so conveniently 
near, ready to spring out and injure him whenever 
the opportunity oilers. It is hard for such a man 
to get back into reputable standing, ,and in fact, 
many of them never do. 

It is a safe assertion that there are many busi- 
ness men in the land to-day, who are simply honest 
within the law, but morally dishonest. In other 
words, they are legally honest but have lost sight 
of all true buMuess virtue. Their methods may be 

f** ' '«« > w« 5-hot tii theVnd it is only those 

who 'become useful iu life who achieve real suc- 
cess. Fame and wealth, and power, now consti- 
tute the American standard of what men call suc- 
cess. I'he Blade denies it and charges that it is 
simply an arrant folly born of falsehood. Why 
Kocliefeller has got to give up his gold at the grave, 
as did Marshall Field, Kussell Sage, and other so- 
called successful men who have crossed the great 
divide. Prince and pauper are made peers at death 
and bulk will be swalluwed up in the voiceless, 
viewless past, hidden lroni human ken by the shad- 
ows uf the centuries. 

.... n may become hunestly ambitious, but they 
cannot aliord to acquire their end by dishonest 
means, it matters not how brilliant, flow capable, 
huw apparently well established he is, lie cannot 
afford to deviate iroui the strait and narrow path, 
and remain a man in all things. Bemember that in 
the course of time the very guds are forgotten. 
Never make yourself a subservient slave to greed 
and barter all ol honor, morality, aye and even 
lime, for the sake of a handful of yellow dross. 

if you get to the cruss-ruads and grow doubtful 
as to which way yuu shuuid turn, set it duwn that 
on any ruad you will lind that honesty is the best 
Policy everywhere, anywhere. 

a • • • • 
'TWAS THE PARTING SHOT THAT HIT THE 
MARK WELL 

'"Be steadfast in your refusal. No power can re- 
sist the united indexible will of the people." 

Brave words, indeed, and yet, how true | At first 
glance they might have been spoken by some dele- 
gate in some American political convention, but 
such was not their source. They came from the lius- 

aian Dooms and wen uttered in an address to the 

Russian proletariat bj the secret session held in the 
llutel Belvidere, at V iborg, after they had been 
denied the right uf meeting by the Czar. These 
words were all the mon brave and fearless in that 
they were spoken at a time when the Douma was 
ibrealened with a military force, if it did not 
promptly adjourn, and they wen uttered with such 
clearness, calmness and pure reason that the pres- 
tige uf the Douma has been increased before the 
entire world. 

I he statement above quoted points out with cog- 
ency that the demand for popular government in 
Rossis has come to stay, that it must be granted, 
and the day of autocratic rule is past. In this is to 
l>e recognized the line hand uf some of the best 
constitutional authorities in Russia and numbered 
among the members of the Douma. The declara- 
tion means that should the government contract a 
loan in order to procure funds, such loaus will be 
invalid. It means that without the consent of the 
popular representatives of the liussian people, they, 
will never acknowledge them, and will not be call- " 
ed upon to pay them. No more destructive shot in 
a time of peaec could have been tired in the auto- 
cratic enmp. Will any nation, knowing the legal 



tent, this is true aud the Blade presumes that it pines* gave way to universal horror ami thus we rum without a single pang of regret. It is among (Continued on [.age four, first colniun.) 
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GIVEN THE CAUSE 
A HELPING HAND? 



Caustic Tirade on th e Blades Efforts 
To Obtaint Opinions on Organiza- 
tion From Freeth.nkers by a Lib- 
eral (7) Contemporary. How Does 
This Strike Our Readers. 



(From Humanitarian Review). 
The following article is taken from 
the editorial pages of the Humanltiu 
ian Review, published at Los Anglos. 
California, and is, presumably. Loin 
the pen of its "Editor and PttbUs. 
•.lan.i.'v Singleton \V. Davis. The 
Blade trusts that its rjaders will 
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gestion Mr. John Maddock makes that 
the American Secular Union should 
evolute into an Association of Advanc 
ad Thought on the basis of the Theses 
propounded by Prof. Ernst Haeckel 
I stimelyt.!), and the reasons he gives 
theiefor are cogent. The Monism of 
Ha okel is a sufficient basis for a 
Kit . thought organization, as explain- 
ing the philosophical or religious af 
Urinations of Freet bought, and the 
Nil e Demands of Liberalism form a 
•olid political platform. Not until 



Let us bury cur own dead. I will be 
one of 100 men In lowa that will take 
care of a state crganlzer and lector 



two mornings a week by 
with the toe*] authority. 

Attendance will not be compulsory 
taring religions Instruction, and reli- 
gious education wi 1 not be given by 

There will be a further grant of 

OPPOSE DIVORCE 

$6.0»><i,t>iH) from the exchi quer for the 
educational purpose of the bill. 

The bill sets up a national educa- 
tional council for V.'ales. Criticism of the Action of Co, 



and Ignorance, and superstition is fad 
ing away beneath the "Age of Reas- 
on" like mist before the morning sun. 

You tried your utmost to slander 
mid defame the name of Ingersoll, but 



AND SOCIALISM 
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and while, owning a clear conscience, 
we are willing that our readers should 
know every criticism made against us, 
or concerning us, we cheerfully repro 
duce the article but reserve our crlti 
cism, in answer, until the next , sue 
ceeding Issue.— Editor Blade. 
"Shall 'We' Organize.'" 
"The question of organizing a na- 
tional or international association Of I 
liberal-minded people is now being 
quite freely discussed by the editors 
and correspondents of the Liberal per- 
iodicals. 1 have always been in favor j 
of organization, and wrote upon the 
subject both before and after begin- 
ning publication of The Review, and 
1 am still in favor of It; but ,of course 
I am in favor only of what I believe to 
be a proper organization for accom 
plishing results that I think should be 
accomplished. Yet I do not expect 
any association to be formed that 
would in all minor matters meet with 



politicians as the Christians do will 
DOT demands receive any attention. 
The platform of the Secular Union 
is sufficient for this, and there is no 
need of any other organization to do 
such work. But aside from such work 
there is need and room for an organ! 
/at Ion to extend the knowledge of uM 
scientific world to the people, and the 
two objects may very well be combin 
d in one organization. The Secular 
Ciilon could be the parent orcanlzi 
'ion, issuing charters to local lodges," 
etc. 

These extracts are taken from an 
•ditorial nrticle that contains some 
food suggestions, but the proposition 



WHAT ONE MAN IS 
WILLING TO DO 



Buffalo. 



MM Recently Held 



Hankers For an 



We , 



ration of Catholic Socleti« 
Should Bury Our Own Dead. Will- elosed its session in this city (Buffalo) 
ing to Make One of a Hundred to ^ i 1 1 1 m - at enthusiasm. This 
Keep a State Organizer in lowa. D |j ,., presented an organization of 
1,900,000 people, and their chief ob- 
ject scmed to be Divorce and Socia 
Usui. They opposed these principles 
without a moments thought as to their 
value In the development of the hu- 
■paaktng so lightly of organization of man race. It is regretful to note that 
the Freethought forjees. TaKe the such a large body of supposed learned 
present rendition of Russia, with a : men have not advanced enough to con- 
population of one hundred and sixty slder human progress In the light of 



(By BALL FISK). 
wish to hazard a remark or two 
the organization question. I am 
prised to see so many able writers 



ords haVe been too dull 
i pierce his intellectual shield. Mis 
mracter Is untarnished and his un- 
iswe'rnhle lo^lc against your Pagan 
stlvltles has taught men to under- 
and that their souls' welfare does 
Of American Federation of Catho.;"" '" " pml """ n > 0,lr ceremonies. He 
labored bo save men here, not In the 
the hereafter, and he will live In his- 
tory when popes and priests have 

Vou threatened Tolstoy with banish- 
ment from Russia for opposing the 
tyranny of their government, but his 
words were seed sown in fertile soil 
and the reaull win be the downfall of 
monarchy and the overthrow of 
church rule. Poets and thinkers arc 



(Hy II. I.. HANSON), 
enventlon of tho Amerlci 



i have i 
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certain forms of organization and cer 
tain proposed aims and objects of or 



form or to support such; and 1 believe 
everyone has the right to take such 



id-scope organization, I consider to 
decidedly objectionable for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 1. Such a cuurse 
.vi aid fail, because a listless, anaemic 
iwarf cannot propagate a Hercules. 
.'. The horizon of the A. S. U. is en 
lirely too contracted for such an or- 
ganization as should be formed. 3. 
Such a course would tend to empha 
■uze and perpetuate the unfortunate 
schism that the A. S. U. in part repre- 
aents. 4. The proposition indicates a 
lisposltion of the personnel of the 
A. S. U. to continue over Into the new 
it-Ranlzation, whereas for the sake of 
> united effort and confidence, entirely 
.iew official material, unconnected 
with either branch of the oid schism, 
.should be used to inaugurate the new 
affairs 



million, and MOjOM organized men 
that are loyal to the goventm«it, 
could annihilate the entire balance of 
tiie nation, unorganized as they are. 
every man must admit that this Is a 
fact. 1 will not elaborate on the ques 
tlon to show the power of organiza- 
tion. It Is a self-evident matter of 
fact. I will venture the assertion 
that ten per cent of the people of this 
country are unbelievers In Christlanltv 
and about 85 per cent of doubters. 
The rial believers are mostly in the 
penitentiaries and asylums today, with 
these great numbers of unbelievers 
and all the evidence of natural law 
on our side, we do not ccmninnd the 
respect of any body and we do not de- 
serve the respect of any body as long 
as we do not even bury our dead with 
the honors of Frrethotuht. 



■volution and modern research. They 
still hug the old thread bare fables 
and mysticisms of the Orient as tight 
I) as ov. r, declaring that marriage is 
I div ine Inst it ui ion, and "what God 
hath joined together, let no man put 
HUM.' 1 They do not stop to ana- 
lyze that divorces are the result of the 
expansion of the human mind, and 
alternated Intellect*. They are ignor- 
ant of the law of Natural Selection, 
■nd would sacrifice living love upon 
the alter of misery, for the sake of 
promoting their selfish religion. They 
plead for the support of state legisla- 
•tulty 



of the 



riage 



ing thai 



are tresspassing upon civic af- 
whlch recognize no religion, 
eh authority in marriage should 
abandoned, such transactions 



.'anization and conduct 

a 8lana ' until soundly established. 5. It savors 

First, let me point out some propos- a dl8pcsltlon on tne part of tk« 

ed features which to me are objection , s t(J W()rk jtge , t , n as fhe .. mouth 

able, with reasons for my opposition; p,,^ or ~ i „g SlLD " of the ncw organl . 

and then let me briefly outline waai Mti(at as a rival cf the B | afle in tnp 

glvln 6 same effort, and Cans to degrade the 



would be acceptable 
reasons for my preferences. This, 
because 1 think my personal attitude 
in the matter of much importance, but 
to bring out boldiy certain things 
which should be carefully considered 
before organ! 



nine cases out of a hundred, we cal! should belong wholly to civic control, 
in a minister of the gospel and slime then we might hope for at least a little 

the dead remains of our (Bred on s i ett.T.i e;:t la the ;eecW>n of life part 

with the hypocrisy of the Christian ners. If Uod Is the promoter of mar" 
religion. I had to bury three of my ; rlages, then he Is responsible for all 

family. I did It without ceremony I the misery connected therewith, and 
had rather carry the 



t w assoclatio 



i of 
d fail i 



peration of a number of other worth; 
.iberal Freethought periodicals, with 
■ir many special friends. Doubtless 



us not act In haste, but deliberately Mr Maddcck made the suggestion, so 
consider the subjects of metods and . tjmel> -. for tRe T , s, in good faith, 
objects before adopting any plans or Ullfcnfl any sinister motives, not real- 

srl.euu*. 0 _ 1 M rL It w. "Wjlfld " ^ 

Already th every thing that has dls-, -^ese are Vmie of the things thai" 
rupted organizations in tne past 1* | . objm to. and which The Review will 
being urged, viz. That a certain pub- ; not Btand fcr ln conU ection with th,- 
lication be declared the "organ " cf thi 
association, all others ignored. Read 
this from the Blue Grass Blade of July 
8th: "As Liberals, we want a liberal 
platform. The Blade, the most liberal 
paper of its kind, should be the mouth 
piece of this organization. Each mem- 
ber to pay one dollar as membership 
fee to the office of the Blade and re- 
ceive the paper free for one yoar and 



than deserate the sacred memory 
[of the loved ones with falsehood and 
I shame. 

We call the priest nearly every time 
and then they say Infidelity is good 
enough to live by. but It won't do to 
die by. That settles the question. Tho 



have tried local organization which 
proved to be a total failure." (Letter 
on organization from A. Lutterman.) 

"Now would not that be "liberal"?! 
Of course the editors and admirers of 
the other (more or leas) Liberal pub 
lication.- will just "fall over one an- 
other," in their haste to send their dol- 
lar and join this Blade ciub! No won 
der Mr. L.'s attempts at local organiza- 
tion all proved to be "total failures. 
They died a bornin ," trom an over- 
dose of Mr. L.'s peculiar brand of 



"That the Blade is ready to accept 
t,'iis monopoly appears from thy fol 
lowing extract from an editorial in the 
same issue: "That the wishes of the 
majority may be known, Freethinkers 
may write to the Blade further and 
state: 

1. Shall a new organization be 
affected on the lines suggested? 2. 
Shall the Blade call u meeting of Free- 
thinkers for that purpose?" etc. 

"Note that nothing Is said about 
Joining with other Liberal publica- 
tions, workers, in the call. Now, the 
Blade was the "organ" of the "Nation 
at Liberal Party," whlcn was a "total 
failure," and which tried to renew its 
hold on life by changing its name to 
"American Freetnought Association," 
wtih the Blade as its "mouthpiece," 
but soon quietly stole away into "the 
silence." Now, this movement in that 
quarter looks to me like a start along 
the same old path, with the same 
ehapi n n and the same pit at the end 
of the path. 

"In saying these things, I am not 
charging evil intent, but error of judg- 
ment. I am perfectly willing that the 
Blade should hold exactly the same 
relation to a new organization that 
other Liberal publications may hold. 

"So much for the attempt of one of 
the old rival associations to rush the 
present revived interest ln a compre- 



tlcns that a 
ceptance. 



organization. Next 
:o offer some sugges 
r to me worthy of ac 



THE ENGLISH 
EDUCATIONAL BILL 



pregnant with life that foretells the 
birth of a wonderful change. The 
clouds will burst and out from the 
travails of nature, reason will have its 
birth and hold its sway over the minds 
of men. 



SUMMER TIME TABLE 



Eastern Railway Com- 
pany, Effective May 20, 1906. 



in 



said bursts like a bubble of soap and 
is lost in space. 

You have suppressed woman In all 
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walks of life, you have fettered her 
hands in her struggle for education 
and protection. You have held the West Bound, 

threatening sword of damnation Leave 

against her soul, and when she has re- 1 jjo. 1 

belled you have heaped curses upon Jackson, Ky 6:25 

her womanhood. Yet In the face of all O. & K. June, Ky 6:29 

this and with the awful horrurs of the Athol, Ky. 



Inquisition still blinding our sight, has 
risen such lofty minds as Harriet 
Beocher Stowe, Elizabeth Cady Stan- 
ton. Susan B. Anthony, Josephine K. 
Henry, Anna Shaw, Harriet If. Closz 
and others too numerous to mention. 
You crucified Joan D'Arc because 
you feared her genius, and In after 
years you canonized her a saint to try 
and atone for your barbaric deed. 

Oh Christianity! Your path is 
traceable by footprints of human 
blood. Every station at which you 
have stopped is a slaughter-house and 
e\ ery mile stone is a corpse groaning 



Heattyville June. 
Torrent, Ky. .. 
Natural Bridge, Ky. 
Campton June, Ky. 
Stanton, Ky 
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proclaim their liberty and right to 
adjust domestic matters according to 
sound reason. 

Socialism is the outcome of accum- 
ulated wealth by the few at the ex- 
pense cf the many, and the common 
people through education havlng| 
trouble with us is we have all been j awakened to the realization that the 
Christians too lopg, we have learned present system of government is un 
to a certainty that two times two is sound and cannot long endure without 
i:t is that way ev*ry time, disaster to social »nd domestic life. 



and all the go*, ghosts -.ml devils 
can't alter it atficta. Thin we come 
out of the orthodox fryfng pan with so 
much slime all over us. that we have 
not got sand enough to luiry our own 
dead. I have heard many Christians 
say, "If I believed as you do I would 



If (Jed is the promoter cf politics as 

these hcly (?) men would have us be- 
heve, then he is responsible for all 
the corruption connected therewith 
and It Is high time that man educated 



institutions, and all you have given 
ln return is faith. You have built 
magnificent cathedrals and temples in 
which to preach immortality and a 
future state. You have laid millions 
under the sod with your ceremony, 
but you have not been able to produce 
evidence enougn to soften the heart 
pangs of one mother grieving over her 
babe. Y'ou have preaciied endless 
misery (or innocent, childhood unless 
they subscribed to your creeds, but 
the mind of progressive humanity- 
have rebelled at the thought, and com- 
■sjfe, tftt 
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stations on the L. & A. Railway. 
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and 4 with the O. & K. for local sta- 
tions on the O. & K. Railway. 
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nect with the Mountain Central Ry. 
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tasure Adopted by House of Com- 
mons Prevents Use of Public 
Money For Denominational Re^j- 
gious Instruction in Schools. 



divorces in the world 
human ambition would be dtad, and If 
there were no Socialists in the world 
intellectual stagnation would be evi- 
dent, and the grafter would never 
have been discovered. The motto of 
said assembly Is "Oof first, then home 
and country," a doctrine which has sec 
ton, husband against 



devil no heaven no hell. No restrain' 
r.ow." Now those are our kin people, 
we come out from among them only 
recently and cur actions show that 
we have degenerated, w e don't even 
bury our own dead and the Christians 
10 tar] t eirs and curs too. Now If we 
have any sen* respect, let us do some- 1 father 

thing. I suggest that we organize a | wife, community against community. 
National Association, and let them is and Nations against Nations, it Is tho 
The following item taken from the; B,le charters to state organizations, mill-stone of Ignorance and hypocrisy 

that prevents the Van of progress 
from mounting the summit of reason. 
T I locating process is going on, 
and so rapid is the growth, that it is 
shaking the foundation of all Theol 
Science In Its ceaseless march 
velopment waits for neither creed 
gma, and its wonderful achieve 

he Nattional Ordet 
then when one of the subordinate or 
ders want a lit lure, all they have to 
do Is to pay the State lecturer's rail- 
road fare as the state order pays the 
salary cf the State Lecturer, and he 
can take care of the funrrals in the 



demands a sane philosophy of cheer 
and beauty, to cause sick people to 
smile, instead of making well people 
frown. You may continue your teach 
Ings of total depravity, endless mis- 
ery, purgatory and all, covering the 
horizon of thought with the clouds of 
despair ,but the very air we breathe is 




4. By preventing the corrupt reign of monopoly 
mat bin U LegiiUtlon br 

i lie Initiative and Referendum. , 



Just economic conditions, •: 



Hews dispatches of the day, will show ** a central order in each state, or- 
the treend of English thought on the J let ,nem a 88 * 8 eacn member a small 
all Important subject of education. lnl a,,m ninthly, let the fund accumulate 
a previous Issue the Blade called at- " ntl1 we can nlre * sU » ,e organizer 
tention to what was taking place. The! antl lecturer and P«D' him a good 
clipping was sent to us by Walter 'salary, so we can command his whole , "g. 
Hurt, now associate editor of Tomor- ''""' an<1 M nlm organize the state In | of 
row, who adds, "This s-ows how much s,,la " order8 al1 ,he s,a,e . getting 
more advanced in these matters than 
we. are our English brethren." The 



rtlcle reads: 



) poison arrows to all nil 



Christianity, you have vigorously op- 
posed all forms of new thought, do 
mestlcally. religiously, scientifically 
and politically. You condemned 
Franklin for tampering with the 



Measure Prevents Use of Public Mon- „ lu;l ,, „. , v ,„ ,,„. ,,„ 

ey for Denominational Religious wjl)l uUiw \ „' :il;ht ,„, „,,,„,. u ,„ , ilk0 
Instruction and Wa, Fought By „„,,„.„,,, ,,,,„, This 

Church of England. will |„- „„ t with all kinds of objee 

| Hons if it recetves any attention at 



:ity 



■volv. 



/Illation, on the principle that "the 
early bird catches the worm." But 
representatives of the other old organ- 
ization have also been trying to swing 



loeal a 



minorities without any tests, 
schools receiving rates (taxes) 
' will give the sai 
the new movement into line with their (j( 

moribund association. Read this from | R ;„ , | nstructlon may be tnl 
the Truth Seeker of July 7: "The aug. I 



(Special Cable Dispatch to the Chica- 
go Record i.erald). 

Ixindon, July 31, 5 a. m.— The edu 
cation bill, the main 
liberal programme fot 
sion of parliament, passed Its third 
reading in the ho 
a majority of 192 last evening. 

Introduced April 2, by 
Illrrell. president of the board of edu- 
cation, it preclpatated a bitter fight be 
tween non conformists and the Church 
of the educational freedom in religious 
matters provided for in the bill. 

Not a penny of public money is to ally die of Its 
be used ln denominational Instruc- 
tions. 

Main Features of Measure. 

Thp main features of the bill are 

these: 

"From Jan. 1. 1908, all schools main 
talned by the local education author- 
ity is given power to purchase or take ( It is not because they do 
on hire the existing schools. Hughes or the cause of Freethought 

Teachers shall be appointed by the it U because they are <li eOW W d, 



If a man alone with a hump on his 
beck as big as a wash tub could bob 
up in our midst in opposition to all 
tin' churches and seels and Infidels 
combined and organize a church and 
build churches and institutions of 
learning all over the land. It occurs 
to me that wo could bury our own 
• b ad at least. But says one wo haven't 
got the money. I would say we never 
will have the money, so long as we are 



ponderous rot. 
What Is there in lone Individual effort. 
Our friend Mr. Hughes Is laboring 
with might and man battling supersti- 
tion, why don't the subscribers double 
their subscription and help him out. 
It is not because they are not able, 
it is not because they are not willing. 



an extent that to be without it, would 
mean misery and retrogression. Even 
your churches sing loud hossannas 
under Its brilliant light, and utilize 
It in their numbllng forms of saving 
grace. The kite of Franklin will be 
seen sailing In the clouds by remote 
posterity, when churches and cathe- 
drals will be known only by their 
ruins. You opposed Voltaire and 
made Itiiu ih o for safety, but he dared 
to speak and today France stands 
among the most liberal nations of 
the world, stripped of the vestments 
of papal rule. You burned Bruno at 
the stake because of your prejudice, 
but fair minded men have erected a 
monument to his memory that defies 
all the saints of Rome. 

You condemned Thomas Paine and 
threw him Into prison, but his individ- 
ual efforts were greater than all the 
Imaginary gods of Christendom. He 
escaped the guillotine and his works 
are now being searched for by advanc 
Ing civilization in tho ach heaps of 



Air. delaying Theoloj: 



they are looking for the Blade to die 
with each issue. Every man of the 
Blade subscribers is a hero and will 
come up likp mpn If they have any en- 



That Paine Is tho 
author cf the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence there Is now but little doubt, 
find In the Investigation of this truth, 
or any other, we say to the church 
■ hands off!" Your finger of scorn has 
had its day, the arm of Justice Is ris- 
ing from out the clouds of prejudice 
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GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD, SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OF 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE IS EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 

The Church of Humanity teaches these great discoveries through its 

-n, "The Tf 
3 Central I 



"The Central Kansas Business College," which teaches Stenography. Type- 
writing, Bookkeeping. Commercial Arithmetic. Penmanship, and Spelling, 
and "The Truth About God" In a general course of study giver by the tea. 
porary International Instructor for the chi rch. 

The Church has 100 LIFE MEMBEH8. It wi.nts 900 more to formally 
organise and Incorporate. The first thousand members will be the founders 
and organizers of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ODes you wish rescued from the Idolatry of worship- 
ing a dead man named Jesus an.' a myth named God, you should Join this 
Church and It vlll sld you In freeing them, and In saving your posterity 
from becoming Idolaters by teaching thorn The Truth About God. 



Write to W. H. KERB, 2210 Broadway, Great Bend, Kan., for blank 
plication for niembershti information about the college, a 
for s year's subscrlptioi to the "TRUTH ABOUT OOL.' 



ror blank ap- 
send M cents 
DO It BOW. 








WOULD SIMPLIFY 
GOVERNMENT 
MATTERS 



fleply to a Humorous Paragraph by 
The Blade. Church and State 
Must go Together. Both on the 
Wane. 

(By J. C. BARNES l. 

In your factions allusion to my and 
L.uttennan'8 "chewing the rag," you 
imply that there Is no cause for hard 
times, yet you Just previously men- 
tioned "an industrial hell," and said 
'there is a way out of it." You do 
not mention any specific way, while 
Lutterman and I give the causes as 
we see them and recommend their re- 
moval as a way out". 

There Is a nubb to my contention for 
equal access to natural opportunities 
.o live and produce that you have not 
seen. My process for bring. ng about 
equal access to the earth would ellm 
mate many laws and officers and si m- 
pllfy government. All that you or 
any one complain of is oppressive gov- 
ernment — too much government. We 
are restrained on Sundays — taxed to 
support chaplains and churches and 
freepasses to preachers, etc. True, 
the theologies of the world are the 
root cause of all tyrannies, yet the 
church and the state must go together 
As one wanes the other must weak 
en. The church and state— the 
preacher and the politician, are the 
twin vultures prey and pray upon the 
people, and they are such close allies 
that they cannot be separated. The> 
must both go down together as they 
were born together. The dispotism oi 
the Roman catholic church is no 
worse than a despotism of Catholic 
state socialism, ' the coming slavery ' 
as Herbert Spencer termed it. What 
the race needs is freedom— absolute 
individual freedom from state and 
church— from author. ty of priest and 
politician. 

The tyranny of state is more vulner 
able than church tyranny, by teaching 
the moral law or law of equal freedom 
and the sentiment will gradually per 
colate into people's religious super 
stltions. Your worn of eradicating re. 
llg.ous superstitions is well, but you 
should not decry the work of the state 
iconoclast. 

It is not mens' religious or political 
opinions that oppress us per se, but 
their enactment of them into statute 
laws, in violation of the law of eqaul 
freedom. If you favor man made laws 
_ at all^wh lch do you favo r? Who shall 
doc.dv what laws are right? AM not 
all laws coerslve? And can coercion by 
any process be made equitable? Maj 
not a majority be as tyrannical as s 
minority? You favor freetbought, 
freespeech and a free press, why not 
go one step further to freeaction, llm 
ited only by the equal freedom ol 
every other person to do the same 
thing? 

My contention has been that pre^ 
cedence and essential to all other 
freedom is freedom to live. And as 
man is a land animal, his right to 
life implies a right to land on which 
to live. If a few have a right to 
monopolize exclusively the land, those 
who own no land, live by sufference 
and not by right. So fundamental to 
ail reforms is the establishment of the 
equal rights of all to the land, which 
can only be by the socalled single tax 
on land values. If there is any other 
way to equalize opportunities to all, 
no one has ever pointed it out. No 
one hag disputed the exact Justice of 
the single tax. No one has ever 
shown that the land lord Is not a mor,> 
useless man than the great capitalists 
of the country. He is an absolute non- 
producer. And the great accumulat.ou 

poly of land which the single Tax 
would prevent without interfering 
with the equal freedom of any. All 
other taxation Is arbitrary and Ine- 
quitable. It takes from men if direct, 
in proportion to their industry, produc 
tlon and conservation of wealth, which 
acts as a One on industry and discoui 
ages the production of wealth. If you 
succeed In enlarging your subscription 
list and your business is so prosperous 
that you must enlarge your plant, the 
law virtually says, you have been too 
Industrious— you have accumulated 
too much wealth— you must divide up 
everj- year. You pay a double tax- 
one to the landlord and one to the 
state and city. Under the single tax 
your rent would bo the same and no 
tax on your wealth. 

Under the single tax, equal oppor 
tunltles would preclude the making ol 
mlllionares. We would have free com 
petition which we never have had nor 
cannot have 'til land is free. 



'Ligion on de OF Camp Ground 



THE START. 

De cohn am laid by. an' de reapah's in de shed, 

An' de wheat am all thrashed an' in de bin; 
Camp meet In' time hab now come around, 

An' de pahson am a itchin' to wade Into sin; 
So git a shine on yo' sef's an' tallah yo, shoes, 

Cotcb an' fry dem pullets, Liza Jane; 
Put In lots (,' buttah an keep in de Juice, 

Foh it tak' good eatin' to mak' de Wud plain. 

Ahil stroll by de moonlight f(ih honey and ham, 
An be back Liza, gnl, befo' de break ob day; 

(Jist how Ah may git 'em, Ah don't gib a dam). 

An rostln' eahs an' tatahs Ah'll bonk along de way; 

When de Pahson cum to dinnah. we got to mnk' a spread, 
An' if we want to git ligion, an' keep out o',hell. 

An' go up to heaben when we done gone dead- 
One thing's sahtin, we mus" peah to lib well. 

Po' black niggah, same as po' white trash. 

Ain't a cutt.in' any flggah any moah ; 
IT dey don't go to meetin,' an' cut a big dash, 

Devil nebber plunk hawps on de golden shoah; 
So git a shine on Josef's an' tallah yo' shoes, 

Pack de ham and de honev along wid de cake; 
An' ail look 'llgious when de Hansen cum 'round, 



THE ARRIVAL. 

"Good munnln' Rruddah Johnsing, how do you do! 

Ah, dahs Sistah Liza, Ah do declah! 
Pahson Peters am anxious w ait in' foh you. 

To lead In do s.nglu' and jine in de prayah," 
It's Bruddah Johnsing (lis side— Bruddah Johnsing dat, 

An' "Dab. cums liiudilnh .lo.iiislng!" all <!e folks say;' 
An,' All bows all round, an' tips 'em mah hat, 

As Ah walks down in frout, whah de good folks stay. 

MORNING SERVICE. 

"Cum all ob you slnnahs, po' an' needy!" 

De pahson he read foh de berry fust gong; 
But ho didn't mean Johnsing, no lndeedy, 

Koh he know de good things An alius fotch along; 
Ah starts up de tune, an' dey all Jine in, 

An sinnahs come a piltn' in de tabahnaokel doah; 
An' de wah start in eernist 'ginst ol' Sin, 

An' de noise ob de battle mak' a mighty roah. 

"Bruddah Johnsing, lead in prayah," say Pahson Peters, 

When de las' ob de grand old hymn am sung; 
Den Ah down on mah knees Ion dem po' crefters, 

Wno steal wld dc r han's an' lie wid der tongue; 
An' Ah prays to de bawd to t'orgib dem chillun, 

Who climb in de night ovah udder folk's fence. 
An der pockets an' baskets am all de time nllin', 

An' den cum to meetin' an' tend ii 



"De d 



DINNER 

noanahs am 



needin' sum res', 
**' 'oiks hab to oat an well as to pray; 
So h< close up dc session foh de noon recess, 

An' charge 'em — "Walk wld de Spurit all ob de day. 
Den a" Pahson, he cum wid Johnsing to dine; 

An he bless de vitals in de name ob de Lam,; 
Den l.e say, "Sistah Liza, yo' chicken am fine. 

An dls' Uruddah Johnsing, am coeding good ham." 

"Des' rostln' eahs an' tatahs show yo' crop am good; 

Koh which, bress de Lawd and Him be praised; 
I should like Sistah Liza to prepah mah food, 

An' lib all mah lite whah s.ch ham am raised." 
Den' l.iza. she say. Tah-nn P«-t. rs. you cline, 

De n.ison dat ham an' roslin'-eahs am fine. 

Is kase dey was raised by de Light ob de Moon." 

THE LOVE-FEAST. 

Den le lub fens' follow when de dinnah am eat, 

An" each gib ills 'gperience, an' all sing an' shout, 
Whil" slnnahs cum moanln' to de mussy seat, 

An' de Lawd wa«h 'em white from de inside out, 
Ah t lis mah 'sperlencr— what de l.awd done foh me,— 

Hut Ah say nothln' 'bom whah Ah git dat ham; 
An' <bry udder niggah, far's Ah could see, 

'Bout slch private matt a ha kep' still as a clam. 

An' many git eonvuh'e.l, an' sing loud an' dance. 

While der heels wld de music am keepin' good time; 
An' i aiders fall ovah. an' go In a trance, 

While udders talk to sii.nnhs, down 'long de line, 
An' 'ley cum right up like dey did as las' yeah, 

An' de glorah hallelujahs" am gibben jist de same; 
An' all hug and lub, an' shed de glad teah. 

When de las' yeah jiner cum up an' gib his name. 



Den il 



EVENING SERVICE. 



s' close foh de preachin' at night. 
When de pahson, ho pass important questions by; 
Chick, n scrap, s— watermillh n— an' ethers he could cite, 

To Jist talk ob lub. an' how to lib and die; 
"As do l.awd lubs IH, an' hab gibben l is Son, 

So we should all lub. an' keep mighty straight; 
An' lub you own wife, an' non.. udder one, 

If you eber spec' to trabbel froo de alaplaster gate." 



An' i 



Ah 



• Pahs 



An' dat was de prayah ob nigh ebery n 

Judgln by de "Amens" dat cum at ae close 

An' den Pahson Peters began feh to figgah, 
An' tak' de collection, at once he purpose; 



THE SERMON. 

Den de text he read an' spounded de same, 

An' 'qeainted dem sinnahs w.d all der bad acks; 
An' de 'flueuce ob de spirit, Ilk' a fiery flame, 

Scoched der conscience as he laid down de facks, 
'Dem niggahs who 'gage in de camp- meet in' fight, 

An' pull der razzahs an' carve der bruddah man, 
Will all go to hell foh one long night, 

An' sizzle like de fat in de fryin'-pan." • 

"An' de niggahs who brak' in de smoke-house doah. 

An' peddle de whisky 'round In der boots, 
An' who sleep in de meetin', an' gib a big snoah, 

Am de mean ol' Debbll's best recruits." 
Den de pahson he pound an' he roah an' stahm, 

An' tell 'em all about de ebeiiastin' heat; 
An when on his subjeck, he git good an' wahm, 

He raise all de hah on de backmos' seat. 



ant you prove a 'zample to de gapln white crowd, 
n' dot nii: rah eMDB BH ' tin's am k< od as der own, 
An' when it all am ober, an' de time roll by, 

De niggah git de verdict foh bein' bes bfhaved; 
An' not like de white folks, laugh an' prophesy, 
Bout mo' souls made, den der are souls saved. 

BENEOICTUM. 

Den ent de benedictum, an' out dey all pass. 

At:' de hkh ton. d rJ-gal-.s stait buggyridin' round, 
Whll a plain common niggahs group 'bout on de grass, 
^ , Whah de limbs <■!• de i • s rnni do,,, to de ground; 

( hasln' de sleep away from der eves; 
While ol' Pahson P. ters an, mah Liza Jane, 

Am talkin' to demse'ves bout de "home In de skies 

An' de marshal am busy wld keepin' ob de peace, 

Whah whisky am sell.n' down ovah de fence. 
An' de carvin' wid razzahs am on de iucrease 



An' who cum Coh debbilment, an' who foh to pray. 

a niggah as Ah am, 
w idout giM.in a receipt, 



authorize the rational psychologist to 
affirm, from mere conceptions, Its per- 



THE SEARCHLIGHT 
ON ORGANIZATION 

Although Believing That Organization 
Would be a Good Thing, Our Con. 
temporary Cannot see Prospects 
Of Success Under Present Condi. 



"The Blue Grass Blade is publishing 
articles In reference to the organiza- 
tion of Liberalism. A decided major- 
ity of those writing on the subject fav- 
or organization. The Searchlight be- 
lieves that organisation would be a 
good thing, but, at this time, there is 
little hope of any success In such 
work. Liberals are like so many sticks 
of crooked wood that will not fit to- 
g'ther when thrown Into a pile. Con- 
sulting Its own interest The Search- 
light would be expected to urge the 
tfgMittUOB movement, but, remem- 
bering the failures of the past. It hesl- 
tates to do so. If organization could 
be maintained by talk we would suc- 
ceed, but unfortunately it takes money 
and that is not to be had save in small 
sums. But Liberalism is growing and 
spreading throughout the land, even 
without organization, and. If there Is 
anjL.ing in the signs of the times, 
that growth will continue. So mote It 
be. 



DOUBLE HEADER. 

The Queen and Crescent will on 
August 19th, run an excursion to Cin- 
cinnati to witness the double-headed 
base ball game. Two games for one 
admission. Something great! every 
one should see It. 
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| a the prime obj. et of all organiza- 
tions, and it is the only ground on 
which organization can or will succeed 
and such an organization is already 
In existence viz., the Socialist Party. 
I would advise all my Freethought 
brother* to study the Socialist philoso- 
phy well, and see for themselves. If 
the above organization would not 
bring about justice and honesty among 
men. Inclosed find P. O. order for 
$1.20 for which please send me Dr. 
Wilson's "A Trip to Rome."— CHAS. 
Mlf KKTHIRR. 



South American Reminiscences. 

.os Angeles, California, Blue Grass 
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Economics The Real Question. 

Ryan. Iowa, Editor Blue Gra8 3 Blade 
— I am glad to gee the Blade come out 
so liberal as to give spaco to all kinds 
of opinions; especially In regard to 
economics I will say once and for all, 
that organization on Freethought lines 
only, will never succeed -for I can 
speak from experience, have been with 
that movement for years! the bread 



you give an account of the hanging 
of a negro named Pearsall. Now I 
think I can give you an account of a 
holy shooting that will discount the 
Pearsall business away up. It happen 
ed in Valparaiso. California, about 25 
jears ago. The 
that a good I 
Gorman woman, and her daughtler 
about 18 years of age. They kept a 
small notion store in Valparaiso, and 
this holy Catholic thought they had a 
let of money; so he broke Into the 
store at night and killed the two, and 
cut up their bodies in small pieces, 
and stole about five dollars in cash, all 
there- was In the till. They soon 
caught him, and gave hi ma trial and 
sentenced him to be shot. They do 
not waste rope on this class of Chris- 
tians, it costs too much, and car 
fridges are cheaper. The murderer 
was allowed six weeks to arrange his 
soul business, so that he could receive 
his golden wings direct from the holy 
nftwi of God's holy dago manager and 
business partner at Rome to enable 
him to take his celestial scat and en- 



the holy dough cake to act as a ticket 
to allow them to enter the holy king- 
dom where their murderer had an or- 
chestra choir, and a ha'j all to him- 
self. Now the funu: "' part was that 
wlun this gent was shot, one of the 
two holy dagoes that remained with 
him in his prison to help him balance 
his earthly books, got up and made a 
<pread eagle speech and told the peo- 
ple pr. sent, probably about two hun- 
Jred; that he, Padre Joachim, knew 
positively that the soul of that murder- 
nr Hew right up to heaven, and that 
all the holy angels, J .C, and his dear 
notfe r the Virgin .Mary were waiting 
»t St. Peter's gate to receive the holy 
soul of that holy son of the church, as 
he had confessed and eat a good 
breakfast of holy dough and other 

Now just Imagine the effect met a 
speech would have on a crowd of ig- 
norant Catholics, and probably not 
seven of them could either read or 
write as they believe a priest to be 



personal continuance after death. The 
Idea of personal immortality Is not 
supported by reflect ii.n, but by obsti- 
nate willfulness, not by scieme, but 
by faith only. 

' Physiology," says Carl Vogt, "de- 
clares Itself decidedly and catecorl 
cally against Indlvidaul immortality, 
which include the special existence of 
a soul. The soul does not enter into 
the teatus, as the evil spirit does into 
the possessed dipthong, but It is pro- 
duced by the development of the 
brain, Just the same as muscular activ- 
ity is produced by the development ol 
the muscles or secretion is produced 
by a development of the glands. The 
psychical activities begin to develop 
after birth, but It is also titer birth 
that the brain gradually attains the 
material structure peculiar to It. In 
the course of life, the psychical activi- 
ties undergo decided changes, and 
cease altogether with the death of the 
organ." There Is no real proof, and 
none has ever been found, which 
shcnld induce us to believe that the 
soul of a dead person lives on In one 



Page 209 Prof. Haeckel on same 
subject, "Riddle of the Universe." 

"A critical comparison of the count- 
less and manifold fantasies which be- 
lief in Immortality has produced dur 
Ing the last few thousandg years in 
the different races and religions, 
yields a most remarkable picture. An 
Intense!) interesting presentation of 
It, based on most original research, 
may be found In Adalbert Svobodi's 
llletlngntlhed work. The Illusion of 
the Soul and the Forms of Faith. How- 
ever absurd and Inconsistent with 
dge, most of these 
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ON INDIVIDUAL !: 
IMMORTALITY 



M to I'Xlst at the 
ot ! e ( on radlct 
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manager at Rome had to send the tin 
happy souls of those two women to 
enjoy the blessings of hell for eternity 
for eevn had they wanted to. thejf 
could not have confessed and eaten 



Collection of Extracts From Buchner's 
Writings in "Force and Matter," 
Showing That Such a Belief is 
Contrary to Fact and a Scientific 
Impossibility. Some Hard Nuts 
For Theologians to Crack. 

(By WILLIAM COOPER). 

The following utterances anent the 
folly and Inconsistency of a belief In 
Individual immortality will be fc uud 
of Interest to all readers of the Blade 
They are to be found In Prof, Liidwig 
Buckner's remarkable work on l\ ice 
and Matter." Page 317. 

"In presence of such an array cf 
facts, we have no hesitation in declar 
Ing ourselves fully as much opposed to 
all views which are connected with be- 
lief in individual Immortality, or with 



Aj;aln Pn I Bw 
329: 



"Lastly, it has been, and Is still as 
serled. that the idea of immortal!',, 
like the idea of Gi id, Is Innate In the- 
Innermost Intellectual being of man. 
and Is therefore undeniable on all 
rational grounds. For the same reas- 
on, it Is Further alleged, there is no 
religion which di M not cling to per- 
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of the 



sufficient length, and as regards na 
Hons or religions, and religious sects 
within which th re oxlsts no such 
M'.ing as an Idea of immortality, there 
are no end to them, and It would be 
more accurate to say that only a com- 
paratively small portion of mankind, 
are found adhering to that Idea." 



\ -(duals and on the destiny of races." 

Again Prof. Haeckel says on page 
Ml, of his remarkable book: 

"The monlsin of the cosmos which 
we establish thereon proclaims th.. ab- 
SLlute dominion of "the great eternal 
Iron laws" throughout the universe. 
It thus shatters at the same tlnn . th, 
three central dogmas of the dualistic 
philosophy— the personality of God. 
the Immortality of the soul, and the 
freedom of the will." 

Again on page 382, the dlstlngui.-h 
ed author says: 

"In the sincere cult of the true, the 
nood and the beautiful, which Is the 
heart of our new monistic religion, 
find ample compensation for the 
hroplstic ideals of God, freedom 
and Immortality, which we have 

tmmanuel Kaut, Author of "Critique 
f Pure Reascn," page 314, gays also 
m the same subject : 

"For consciousness Itself has always 
a degree, which may be lessened. Con- 
lequeatly the faculty of being con 
Bit 01 mi he diminished and so with 
ill other faculties. 

The permanence of the soul, there- 
fore, as an object of the Internal 
<ense, remains undemonatrated. nay. 
-ven indemonstrable. Ita permanence 
in life Is evident, per ge. Inaamueh as 
the thinking being (as man) Is to it- 
self, at the same time an object of the 
external aengeg. But this doeg 
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Editorial 

.Continued from page one.) 



taleut and ability brought to bear ou tbe address 

named by the Douma, lend ■ angle dollar to the 

Czar's government so long as the address remains 
a linal notiee of the will of the people through 
their legal representatives. Nit I thus, then, ure 
the days oi imperial sway m Kussia numbered, and 
they are few. 

lu preparing and presenting this address the 
Douma did uol liy to hot words and wild revolu- 
tionary Utterance* Such might have bee* the ease 
with less phlegmatic and more impultlv« tempera- 
ments. It advoeates only a passive resistance to- 
wards usurped authority, "lie steadfast iu your 
refusal. Nu power can resist the united Inflexible 
will of the people.' Kead them again. QM diUer- 
ent from the Ukase of the l /.ar ,' Here is liu alleged 
partnership wall the deity, such as marked the note 
of Nicholas to the Douma when he dissolved it. It 
is the speech of earnest nun to plain, seusiOlc men 
who can understand it and would make the condi- 
tions of lite more tolerable for themselves and their 
descendants. It ever common sense ami good judg- 
ment put an autocratic government in a hell of a 
fly u u-iis when tins address emanated from a dis- 
solved and military hunted parliament. 

Would it uot be wise, and is it not titting, that 
the workers ami toilers oi America lake heed unto 
themselves the valuable economic lesSOM herein 
portrayed: Were they united and indexible m 
their righteous purpose, he there any power that 
could suceessiuliy resist them.' Ntjrl <1u the con- 
trary they would be able lo redeem the star-gennn- 
ed promise oi Old Ulory and prove thai gftOT all, 
in America, tile power to govern was vested iu the 
people am' not m the politician. 

Closer reasoning and analysis may aid us in de- 
termining the extent and power of tliis parting 
shot. The word Douma, in Kussian, signilies " col- 
lective thought."' Heretofore its use has been re- 
stricted to authorized municipal councils, hence 
when Nicholas sets about to dissolve the Douma 
by au imperial ukase, he is opposing the collective 
thought of the nation, which can only lead to disas- 



I 

and these seek by the light of Science to And the 
cause of all existence. 

Every nation, every peoples, every cult ami Sect, 
worships its own, special and distinctive god. 'l ie 
god market is well itoeked. You can get a god of 
any Und, style, shape, color, or sex that your heart 
m;iy desire. If you do not see what you want on 
the counter ask for it, and you can have a god mad 
to order in less than half an hour. The god factor- 
ies are extremely obliging on this point of service. 
If Mm wish a hell-lire and brimstone god, turn to 
the .Methodist show case. Should you meet with 
disappointment here, and want a real god, a cross, 
stern, irascil.le old deity whose conduct would con- 
stantly remind one of an old he-bear, with a sore 
■Md, the Catholk dispensers can readily oblige 
you. Do you wisli a god with lish-blood in his 
'veins, look the Haptisl catalogue over, and, failing 
there, you might search through the Campbeilite 
lisis. The dandy of the collection, however, is in 
the Presbyterian department, for here we have >i 
god of infinite love who enforces infant damnation 
and presides over a hell of fire wherein the souls 
of aged unbelievers ami uubaptised babes forever 
burn. What a beaut! lie ought to be kept in a 
;:iass ease for the sake of the exhibition. But the 
easiest god to get along with, is the one worshipped 
by the Unitarians. This is a sort of India-rubber 
diety. lie is extremely pliable and can be readily 
twisted and turned to suit your own fancy. So, 
really, there is no reason why men and women 
should not he able to lind a god to please their fan- 
cies, if they want one. There is a large assortment 
ud as you pay the price you can 
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i em We appreciate, 



suggestion and While 
rs regret the circumstance that 
rought It nbout, It takes every dollar 
rs can set to pay the printer who | 
nakes tbe errors, leaving none to re- 
tard the discoverer. No doubt you 
an realise that we are not a Marshal 



Wants It Printed Black. 

Geneva Nebraska, James E. Hughes. 
Inclosed please bud one dollar and 
twenty-five cents, for which pleasej 
■ ■in w m) rabserlpttoa to the Blade, 
which expires in August, and have 
twenty-five cents left for ink, black 
enough to print my Blade so that 
it. A part of my other 
n only read with difficulty. 



-JAMES HOLMM, 



It is All Worth Publlahinfl. 

■luellsville, Pennsylvania, Jas. 



Hughes, I have not received my book, 
!)r. Wilson's "A Trip to Rome." 1 
would like to read It soon, as 1 am get- 
ting old and may not be abl eto read 
long. Please send it as soon as con- 
venient. I think Dr. Wilson's address 
at the grave of Captain Henry beats 
Christ's sermon on the Mount, two to 
one. — JAMES WEAL. 
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Tetaluma, California, as. E. Hughes 
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ter to the autocracy, 

Startling indeed are the parallels 
utiouary France m 17»"J and the H 
Then, even as now, the king, the 
nobles imagine that they can ovcrci 
force the "collective thought of th< 
the Czar, Louis XVI desired his people's welfare, 
but it remained for the representatives of the peo- 
ple themselves to point out the best W8J of attain 
ing it. Then, even as now, the monarch and his 
ministers are wholly incompetent to guide or con- 
trol the debates of such a body as they had assem- 
bled. Like the Girondists in the first French na- 
tional convention, the conservative democrats 
formed the large majority in the Russian Douma. 
They are men of modern ideas, and necessardy, 
semi-revolutionary, legislators rather ihatr oratorst 
With men of such power and force behind tsfe 
movement, for popular government, it must and 
will succeed in spite of ukase and decree issued by 
the imperial will. 

Out of these conditions, in the light of the ad- 
dress, there arises a real menace to international 
finance. Russia has been bonded by her imperial 
rulers for four billions of dollars. In the present 
state of disorganization and disruption there is, ab- 
solutely, no guarantee for its future repayment. 
Imperial decrees cannot build devastated areas. 
The temper of the army, sullen because of its re- 
peated defeats, cannot be depended upon. Should 
the more radical wing secure control of the situa- 
tion one of three, or perhaps all, results nre possi- 
ble as regards the foreign obligations of the Kus- 
sian government, namely, repudiation of the entire 
external debt ; suspension or reduction of interest 
thereon; and a total inability to collect the neces- 
sary funds from the usual sources, for '"no power 
can resist the united inflexible will of the people. ' ' 
But things are moving in Russia and the p 



i woman, an 

animal, a vegetable or a mineral / Who and what is 
he | The Blade knows not, and, we opine there are 
none who do. If god exists, he must be capable of 
being brought within the operation of our senses 
or we are compelled to infer his existence from 
that which we are able to sensate. lu either event 
the god worshippers are on the horn of a theologi- 
cal dilemma, for as we cannot sensate god, there 
is no proof of his existence to be inferred from the 
phenomena of nature. The latter, which is iu fact, 
the story of the book of Evolution, portrays the 
universe as one vast slaughter house, where every 



the majority of Blade read- 
ers are poor, we are bound to extend 
., . ;,,„ deal of leniency and lattltude. 

|\ O. Ilaplee— Thanks for clipping. 
As a rule murderers desire to know 
I bat their soul might be saved Just be- 
fore they shuffle off this mortal coil. 
There Is no virtue, however, in con- 
ESSSfeuj ansa you know you are found 
out. 

E. X. Jones— From the incident you 
relate, it would appear that In your 
eit>. the orthodox plan Is reversed, j 
ami. that while God proposes the Fire 
Chief disposes. 

C, Iliekethier— The Blade Is glad to 
hear (rasa you again, as showing that I 
you ure still alive, as you have been 
for many years, to the essentials of 
human trSSdOBB, from which alone, 
happiness can be derived. Don't be 
so long between letters next time. 

Kph. Shaw hike yourself, the Blade 
would like to hear from Kidder once 
in a while. True, indeed. Dr. Wilson's 
book is capable of standing on its own 
merits, and it should be widely read. 



Doctor Wilson, aud it is mighty good 
medicine, but I fear It would make 
some of our Christian friends pretty 
■tck before K would cure. 

As to organization, I favor a secret 
order, which all Liberals can join with- 
out losing self respect by subscribing 
to a belief in someobdy's Joss or 
might Power. If there wn.v.a National 



i, and have enjoyed Editor .Moore's 
racy editorials. It pleases me much to 
know his mantle has fallen on such 
able shoulders, and more than pleased 
to see the phllosiphlcal manner in 
which all points are treated. We have 
many Freethinkers here, I loan out my 
paper, and all express great satlsfac- 
wlth it. But It Is strange how re- 
Organization giving states the power I luctant, and what strange excuse they 
to Issue charters to form a lodge or will give for not patronizing the pa- 
I cogue wherever there were five Lib- per. You may rest assured I will not 
erals whom would Join it, in my opin- tire In my efforts to get you subscrib- 
inn it would result In great benefit to ers. Yours with best wishes for your 
our cause. jhealih and success to the Blade.— 

For years, I was a member of the ISAAC KTTFFEL. 

A. S. U., and left it when the National 

Liberal Party formed, and became a why H e Buys Wilson's Book, 
member, neither one seemed to have 
done very much for the cause of Llb- 
eralism; maybe for the reason that 
neither one got the support from the 
Freethlnke-s they should have got. All 
Liberals should join the Socialist Par- 
ty. That is growing stronger every 
day, and Liberalising the minds of 
men from old Parly Superstitions. 
All Scientific Socialists are Free- 
thinkers. I never heard of a Conven- 
tion of Socialists, National, State or 
County, that had a priest or parson to 
drawl his uselss and tiresome prayer. 
I truly believe that Socialism is 



I organism thrives upon the sacrifice of another or- 
! ganism, constituting a long chapter of blood aud 
10 y - 1 tears, through which alone, has progress been pos- 
sible. To argue that god is the author of all this is 
to make hi in out a veritable monster and creation 
a crime. 



have objected to a secret society that I ^ nf thja KOVernment in 

the Blade is iu serious doubt as to the |hp near future> am , we al , 8nou , d ge , 
utility of such an organization. Your L (he rankg ana d , re<;t afid contro , , ts 
letter is a good one. course before the coming priests or 

Frank Byers— We are now consider- nal . song (ako an lntere8t ln lt> ag they 
ing such a proposition as you suggest, ] snrviy wilI as K(K)n M they think it 
and ii may be done shortly. 



Isaac Kuffel— We extend thanks for 
your valued assistance and your en- 
couraging work. Such efforts indicate 
(hat the Blade is fully appreciated by 
its old subscribers. 

Mai tie Iteid— Thanks for your kind 
words. There is no need for au effort 
to meet at Louisville, as Lexington 
will have a bigger and better Fair on 



A Chicago paper declares that the young socie 
ty Indies of that City are learning to knead dough 
with the gloves on. That's nothing. The Blade 
needs it with its hat aud coat on. lu fact we need j , he tame dates. 

:t now and need it the worst kind of a way. If I Phil S. Binkley— We would that all 
some of our delinquents would get in communiea- our subscribers would follow ycur 
tion with us we might be able to buy a whole bak. ! generous example. Under such condt- 
cry. Still, every one can help. Follow the kindly ttan* It would not be long before our 

* 1 9 ...ii- /d.,.nlitl,,n .loiilil.wl Ituolf 

example set by many of our readers and rush m a 
few new subscribers. We want to reach new blood. 
Once put the Blade iu new hands, and it is calculat- 
ed to remain there. 
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AND EVEN GODS MUST DIE. 

"Son of the .Morning, Arise. Come, 
But molest not yon defenseless urn 
For 'tis a nation's sepulchre. The 
Abode of Uods whose shrines no longer burn. " 

—Lord Byron. 

llow strangely and wonderfully true, and yet 
there are men who claim to have heard the "still 
small voice" of Cod, unable to distingush it fi 



If a man die shall he live again 1 Aye, and he 
•hall live forever. His clustering locks shall be- 
come long grasses to wave beneath the touch of the 
breeze in the cool meadows j his eyes shall become 
flowers to nod and bend in the dewey dawn; his 
heart shall become as great blush rose; his body au 
oak to tower on high and dely the elements; his 
breath may be made the jusmiue's sweet per- 
fume and his blood u mighty wave to beat upon 
■ante unknown shore. In this way shall man live 
again and who shall say that it is not sweeter by 
far than any orthodox heaven/ 

The new political organization which has tor its 
object the enslavement of American labor must soon 
run its day. The lamb has uot yet confidence iu the 
WOlf, neither will the fly, of its own volition, accept 
the invitation oi the spider to deliberately step into 
its parlor. Labor will judge the future by the past. 
Beneath the angelic robe of the suave hypocrite, 
the cloven hoof is plainly visible. The tens oi 
thousands oi toilers in mine and factory cannol be 
enticed to their political ruiu by the siren song ol 
industrial cannibals. The American working peo- 
ple will, ere long, mass on their own side, and 
though they fall into Charybdis, they will avoid 
Scylla. 

• • a • • 

Having successfully closed up several lines of 
business on Sunday, the Sabbatarian organizations 
now.it is said, about to turn their atteutiou to 



emulation doubled Itself. 

Mrs. A. Ue Poatt— l'our estimate of 
Dr. Wilson is absolutely correct. The 
Blade is well pleased to receive such 
encouragement from tbe far west, es 
pecially from one whose opinion is so 
highly valued. 

James O'Neal— Thanks for the new 
subscribers.. Your instructions are 

James E. Stringer— The delay is 
caused by having subscription lists 
kept in different places. This will be 
straightened out In a few days, and 
If you have not received the book in 
(he. meantime, It will be soon forth- 



for clip- 
s also appreciate your kind 



nothing from either old parties. Socia- 
lism does not concern Itself about a 
ellglon, but will resist any 
interference on the part of any church, 
in its efforts to free us from industrial 
slavery. 

The church can get almost anything 
it wants from either old party. 

Comrade Hughes, I thank you with 
all my heart that you have generously 
allowed Socialists a hearing In the 
Blade, I assure you it is appreciated by 
all the comrades. I don't expect you 
lo publish this for t don't need to tell 
you that I am not a success in this 
line of business, but U ln your judg- 
ment, there is any part that you deem 
worth printing, or will be of any in- 
terest to the readers, you can insert it 
and if not, discard it all and Jt will 
be all right, I will make an effort with 
comrades here to Increase the circula- 
tion of the Blade.— H. AUSTIN. 

Lexington Will Have a Better Fair. 

Routt, Kentucky, Mr. J. E. Hughes, 
—In response to your suggestion, in 
tbe Blade, that there is but a limited 
number of Dr. Wilson's books remain- 
ing, my father wants me to put in his 
plea. We have not received our copy, 
and of course, feel very anxiouB to re- 
ceive it, feeling that there is a treat 
in store for us. Since my return, for 



Wilson's, A Trip to Rom*,'' I am not 
sending for it because others are prais- 
ing his book, but because I know from 
the kind of a man that Wilson is, the 
book will please me, and I am not 
buying a lot of trashy superstition, old 
stories picked up on the ground of 
Harlmrison and painted with tradition, 
and sealed with timid Rabbit fear. Wil- 
son's book and C. C. Moore's book 
will be standard history for the next 

Where is Kidder? He ought to be 
sent to the Holy land to write up a 
book. No. It would not be any use to 
toll him what to write. Mark Twain 
and Hillings would not be In it. Wish- 
ing you success.— EPH SHAW. 



No Pay; No Paper. 

Clianute, Kansas, Blue Grass Blade 
— 1 see by the Blade that you are hiv- 
bjs. a hard struggle to keep the grand 
old paper from going down to a dream- 
less sleep, and sorry I am to say such 
Is the case, and I believe and I voice 
the sentiments of many Liberals of 
Chanute, that no man or woman 
should be rich enough or good enough 
to get the Blade without paying for it 
in advance nod I dp •■'in'- |BH ~» aJd 
establish the plan, no pay; no paper. 
For my part. I am always willing to 
pay for all I get, and I believe all true 
blue Liberals will do the same, I think 
you must have a good many delin- 



s who 



tend t 



. for 



Well Pleased With Books. 

Oakfield, Wisconsin, Jas. E. Hughes, 
— I received the two Rome books, am 
well pleased with them. I sent pos- 
tage sometime ago, think I sent 2G 
cents, will put C cents more in this 
letter, hope you will have ready sale 
for your books. I will try and get 
some of my friends to take books — 
MRS. S. EMERSON. 



I 



I fight c 
trlyii 



Lioer- 



thfl Sunday newspapers. Let th 

iueguiui»iiuuuu« uiuy ui hi om. I all OUght to Welcome it. 

lie broom of time sweeps clean and in its course lhjs war£arc . u plain. .Newspapers and ._. 
i gods must step aside and give place to new fonQ q{ >SulJuay Uiversiou detract from church at- 
>ah, the national god of the Jews, sup lL . mUl we aJMH the power of tlie parson and 
planted Jove and Baal, and these in turn wrested a cull8itltJ1 . au i u alatus 1U the amount of boodle 

the purple of power from Ashtaroth and Oromas- dl . opuetl i nto t i, e contribution boxes. They inter 



idols. 



One by one they fell to rise no more, and 
beyond the Tigris, where the heraldic sun flames 
in the sky, the ruined fanes of forgotten deities dot 
the land. The Christian world stole, bodily, the 
god of the Jewish people, aud theu turned around 
and damned the Jew for daring even to lay claim 
to him. As a matter of fact the Christians even 
today worship a dead Jew, but hurl daily anathe- 
mas at Jews now living. The entire Christian 
cult was built upon the graud morality of ancient 
l'aganisui, but its power for good was destroyed 
by surrounding it with a monumental absurdity 
which elbowed each other like gaunt spectres in a 
wild delirium. Christianity took from Judaism the 
name of its god and an idle string of misinterpreted I chasing 
prophecies, and once the new faith was established ! must eei 



ith the church business, with the bread aud 
butter of the sacerdotal caste, who cousider Sunday 
as their greatest harvest days of nickels and dimes. 
Un with the dance. When the band stops the 
dance will give out. 

• • • • • 
The Political millienium can never dawn until 
the people of this country decline to be divided 
into two or three hostile political camps by garru- 
lous issues carefully constructed by the scheming 
political plunderers of the present day. Political 
independence is not to be subserved by bliudly fol- 
lowing iu the wake of a party baud wagon and 
The American people 
it and begin tin 



in 

lexaa, Jas. E. Hughes— I 



jtl, 1 write merely lu slate the tact, 
and uot to complain. 1 am heartily m 
lav or ol organization of Freethinkers, 
as a mailer of expediency al least, auu 
it a plain aud reasonable piau is for- 
uiulaied 1 think ail organization will 
ue effective and result in much good. 

U ishing you mucn succean and hap- 
piuess, 1 am very truly yours.— JAS. 
BL STR1NUER. 



According to Truth. 

Vinton, la., J. E. Hugnea— T 
according lo truui, we n 



organ 



• kingdom of heaven, cSjurch < 
nity is built wituin every on< 



same error that 
the church is— that are built on sand— 
uas lor tueir camel Satan works is 
sayiut to God, to depart from us; etc. 
S..e Job 21: 14 ch. 22: 17 Luke 5; b: 
Uud shows that desk works for rlghte- 
all of sin. 

Our 

unianity 

See Luke 17; 2t)-2l, etc., if we will only 
wait in our own church of humanity. 
See Isaiah M; 18, lu this way our sal- 
vation is worked out by God. See 
Pliilippians 2: IB V. 12, is the carnal 
way of their working out their salva 
, . lion. All carnal Satan llesh that Is 
informed it into an arrant folly ing of nobler aud higher experiments. We must Uouian8 0 . u are 

and debased it until it fell into general disrepute, refuse to remain the bond-slave of precedents. and are waiUng for lhe u,^ t0 wor k 
Logical minds arc compelled to revolt against the j Then will the combined wisdom, purified of par- accoruln6 
self-evident absurdities of the Christian faith, re- ( tizan prejudice, evolve a policy that will benefit all j C HASfl. 
ject its alleged revelations as a mere nursery tale ' alike and cling to it. 



Blade, may I congratulate you, on your 
lb lilt yto edit it, in the way in which 
you do? When Beann, of "Iconoclast" 
fame, died, I said the Iconoclast would 
not, could not live, with Beann left 
out. Somehow, I had thought the 
same of the Blade, after Mr. Moore' 
death. I a mglad to acknowledge m; 
mistake. Mr. Hughes, If you have the 
present address of Mr. Albert Johnson 
of San Francisco, I shall appreciate 
It greatly if you will give it to i 
either through the Blad« or lette 
How are Mrs. Hughes and boy? 
think of all of you, often, and of the 
most pleasant day spent at 
I had hoped to see all of you, had Lex- 
ington won the Fair. Since Louisville 
has It, perhaps we may see each other 
thl rs MATTIE REIO. 

From an Old Worker. 

Ashland, Oregon, Jas. E. Hume's- - 
"A Trip to Rome" by Dr. Wilson re- 
ceived. You will please find enclosed 
11.15 lor book and postage, as 1 don't 
thik it jnst to you to let you pay the 
postage. 1 have not 
of it yet, but from what I know of the 
Doctor's writing, 1 will get my money's 
worth of information. I think he is 
the flnesl descriptive writer we have. 

1 was sorry to hear jf the death of 
C. C. Moore, did not agree with him 
in muck of his writing, but there was 
one thing that 1 did admire, and that 
was he could not be intimidated. 
Wishing for you everlasting success 
in the cause. — MRS. A. De PEATT. 

Beats Sermon on Mount. 

Ft. Smith, Arkansas.,— James E. 
Hughes— I enclose $1.00 for Brother 
W. A. Black. He is an old subscriber. 
I also give you two new subscribers, 
(leorge Morris and W J", 
the last two, please send 
numbers to July the 



he Blade, and the sooner you drop 
hem the better off you would be finan- 
cially, and a better paper will be the 
result. I have sold all the last cards 
sent me, and enclosed, I send 
you $2.50 for five more. Wishing you 
better success in the Future, I am 
always your friends for Free Mental 
Liberty.-C. K. ALEXANDER. 



St. Paul, lUssUSOtS, M?- Jas- E. 
Hughes— Sir, Inclosed please find $1.00 
lor which mark my subscription up to 
February '07. 1 am iate with It, but 
Alien a man is building a home for 
Himself, a "$" is as big as the quail 
story (Numbers U: 31), the Blade is 
much improved under your manage- 
ment, so keep the isms down as much 
as possible. 1 am a railroad man and 
pass the Blade along to the agents 
and operators. I run from St. Paul to 
St. Jan.es, passing through St. Peter 
four times a week, yet I cuss a little 
sometimes, (the Minnesota Insane 
Asylum Is at St. Peter— which Is ap- 
propriate I send you a clipping of a 
murderer who wanted his soul saved. 
— T, U. RAPLEE. 



$3.25 to Cincinnati and Return Via. 
Queen and Crescent Route On Ac- 
count of Cincinnati Fall Festival. 

Tickets on sale August 28th, and 
ulst., September 4th. 7th, 11th, 14th. 
1Mb and 21st, good 5 days in addition 
to date of sale. Ask ticket agents for 
particulars. 



UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLET 

OK 

'MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE' 

m 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

or 

VERSAILLES KENTUCKY. 




